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HOMELESSNESS — HOUSING FIRST HOMELESSNESS INITIATIVE 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [9.15 am]: I rise to inform the house 
about this government’s continued progress in delivering on our homelessness strategy All paths lead to a home. 
A $2.4 million contract has been awarded to St Patrick’s Community Support Centre to deliver accommodation 
and support services to people experiencing homelessness in the Mandurah–Rockingham area. This contract is 
an integral component of the McGowan government’s $34.5 million Housing First Homelessness Initiative, 
which couples stable accommodation for rough sleepers with tailored supports to keep them in accommodation 
long term. Experienced community service organisations Ruah Community Services and Wungening Aboriginal 
Corporation will assist St Pat’s to implement an evidence-based service delivery model in line with the proven 
Housing First approach. 
To respond to the over-representation of Aboriginal people among rough sleepers in the area, Wungening will 
place senior Aboriginal leaders in governance roles and employ Indigenous service delivery staff to ensure all 
outreach work is delivered with an emphasis on culturally appropriate practices. The Mandurah–Rockingham contract 
complements Housing First contracts already in place in the Perth metropolitan area, Bunbury and Geraldton. The 
Housing First Homelessness Initiative is a tested model that is globally accepted, supporting people experiencing 
homelessness with appropriate wraparound supports. It builds on the 50 Lives 50 Homes project here in WA, which 
was led by Ruah and contributed to by nearly 30 organisations. By its third year of operation, 80 per cent of those 
long-term homeless people who had been housed were still in housing. That gave us the evidence we needed to 
make a significant investment in this approach across a range of locations. 
To get to this point the government has driven significant change and reform. We consulted across the community, 
service providers and peak bodies and other sector leaders, hearing from over 500 people across the state to build 
this strategy, and we have committed to the largest new investment in homelessness ever seen in WA. I thank the 
Premier and my cabinet colleagues for their leadership and the community sector for its commitment, ensuring 
that we do everything we can as a government and as a community to support some of our most vulnerable people. 
 


	HOMELESSNESS — HOUSING FIRST HOMELESSNESS INITIATIVE
	Statement by Minister for Community Services


